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C-Band: Legislation Gains Momentum with
Golden Carrot, While Ex Partes Suggest Buyers’
Concern and CBA Acquiescence to FCC Auction

In this note we discuss why we think the odds of legislation dictating critical terms of the C-Band reallocation

process are greater than we had previously thought, though much depends on several critical decisions of the

Congressional Budget Office (CBO).  In that light, the upcoming mark-up of the Thune/Wicker Bill is also more

important than we had thought, both for what it reveals about the legislation but also for what, if anything, it tells

us about how CBO is thinking about whether the C-Band auction can be scored for new expenditures, whether

CBO believes that the score could be aided by a faster transition, and whether CBO believes that faster transition

requires significant payments to the CBA members beyond relocation expenses.

In addition, we review several recent ex partes, which to us demonstrate an alignment of the key buyers the

process has not enjoyed to date, but a difference in emphasis and no details about how to achieve their mutual

objectives.

(more…)
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